
GOD’S WORK OF GRACE CONTINUED 

IN PYENG YANG, KOREA. 

Of the many marvelous doings of the Holy Spirit 
that have been witnessed here at Pyeng Yang since 

January 1,—(and in other parts of Korea also, praise 

the Lord,)—some have been narrated by Mr. Lee and 

Mrs. Baird, and sent out in printed form to the public. 

Many private letters have also been written to friends, 

speaking more fully of certain phases of this work of 

grace. In this paper I am taking up the narrative at 
that point where Mrs. Baird left off in her circular letters 

There has been a series of manifestations of the Holy 

Spirit’s power coming to us here at Pyeng Yang in suc- 

cessive showers of divine blessing, as there have been suc- 

cessive companies of Christians gathering here for special 

study. At each new gathering a special manifestation of 

His Holy Presence has been expected, prayed for, and re- 

ceived. We have not dictated as to the manner of His 

appearance, but during all this time there has been much 
united as well as private individual prayer that He 
would come to believers in mighty power, transforming 

their lives and character. There is no question as to the 
results in this matter. The experiences have been much 
the same with all who have yielded themselves up to 
Him 

Mrs. Baird in her letter brought the narrative down 
to the time of the Pyeng Yang city evangelistic cam- 
paign about the middle of February. The blessing had 
by that time come to the Presbyterians in the city, and 
to many points throughout the country; to the Advanc- 
ed School for Girls and Women, to the students in the 
Pyeng Yang Union College and Academy, and to the 
Methodist churches in the city. It was an occasion ot 
great rejoicing to all that the divine blessing had come 
to the Methodists as it had come to the Presbyterians 

The way was made clear now fora strong united 

effort in the city evangelistic campaign. The entire city 
I 
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was mapped-out, and each church made responsible for 

its prescribed territory. The power of this blessing upon 
the whole church was made manifest in the fruit it bore 

during this campaign. Some two thousand persons have 
been led to accept Christ as their Saviour. The churches 

are all filled and overflowing. Central Presbyterian 

Church for iack of room has had again to send off two 
more congregations. And now even again in order to 

relieve the congestion the men and women are compelled 

to meet for worship at separate hours of the day. 

Immediately after the city campaign the Methodist 

Mission’s Class for Preachers and Christian Workers 
was held. About one hundred of their best men were 

gathered here for a month’s study. Here too the bless- 

ing of the Holy Spirit was received and the same agoniz- 

ing for sin was experienced as in the fornier meetings. 

These men have gone out from thisclass with new hearts 

and new purposes, and possessed with a love for God 

and man unknown before. One of their number, pastor 

Yi, who at first tried to resist and discredit the work 

which began with the Presbyterians, since his repentance 

has received wonderful grace and is now a marvel of 

spiritual power among his brethren as has been shown 
in his revival work at Chemulpo. 

No sooner had this company of Spirit filled men left 

the city, than in came five hundred and fifty of the lead- 
ing women from the country churches to attend the 

Woman's Training Class of the Presbyterian Mission, 
which began March 16, and continued for twelve days. 

These women had come in with hearts already warmed 

with the desire for this spiritual blessing which their 
sisters in thecity had previously experienced. Indeed some 

had already received a sprinkling of blessings in the 
churches from which they came, for this work of grace 
spread quickly far out into the country. Their faithful 

_study and regular attendance through to the end of the 

class was an evidence that they had come with special 

interest to this class, while their confessions at the even- 

ing meetings revealed the fact that each one brought 

with her alsoa great burden of sin. Conviction and 



confessions began almost from the first and continued 

to increase each evening, both as to the numbers confess- 

ing, and as to the intensity of conviction. Their experi- 

ences were the same as those manifested in the meetings 

of the city women. They would weep and wail and 

beat their breasts, and sometimes they would sink down 

upon the floor under such a weight of sin as to be wholy 
unable to articulate distinctly. At times the whole con- 

gregation would wail together and cry out to God for 

mercy. When any one would become so overcome with 
grief as to be unable to cease, the whole congregation 

would break out together in audible prayer, after which 

‘a song might be sung. If still there were those who 

eould not get comfort,—and not unfrequently there 

were many such,—then those sainted women who had 

previously gone through with such an experience them- 

selves and had gotten peace, would go through the con- 

gregation like angelic messengers, seeking out such and 

putting their arms about them inunmistakable love, and 

speak peace to their agonizing souls. This never failed 

to bring speedy relief. Again our prayers were answer- 

ed. For with few exceptions these women went to their 

homes, rid of a great load of sin. They went with their 

hearts filled with a new joy, and anew power, and a 

noble purpose to live better lives in the future. 

Again before these five hundred and fifty women had 

reached their homes, seventy five Theological students 

of the Presbyterian Missions were gathered here from 

every part of Korea to spend three months in Theologt- 

cal study. Six of these men will complete the prescribed 

five years course of study in June. (3mo. a yr.)and will 

be, it is hoped, ordained in the fall. The others are in 

the first, second, and third years respectively. All these 

men have been in active Christian work for many years. 

This class has been upon our hearts for many 

months. A large number of them were here at Pyeng 

Yang, or at Syen Chun, or at Seoul whén the spiritual 

blessings were first poured out at these places, and had 

experienced the blessing for themselves. They confessed 

at that time and received pardon and power, so as to 
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have become able to be a real blessing to others. Some 

like Elder Kil have been wonderfully used of the Lord, 

both here in Pyeng Yang and in Seoul. Many others 

have been similarly used of the Lord in country classes. 

But there were still others who had not yet received any 

special blessing, and little knew what was in store for 

them. 

The class began April 1. March 30 was the day de- 

cided upon for all in Korea to pray for this class. Daily 

united prayer had been offered by the Pyeng Yang mis- 

sionary community for some time previous. It was felt 

that of all men these, upon whose shouldiers the main 
burdens of the young Korean church must rest, should 
be Holy Ghost filled men. Indeed the blessing that has 

actually come upon the Korean Christians in general is 

such as to make it next to impossible that any but Holy 

Ghost filled men should hope to hold the places of autho- 

rity in the church. 

When, eight months ago, the Theological Committee 

were arranging the schedule, it was determined to give 
an hour each evening during the entire three months to 

special prayer and a spiritual conference, in the hope 

that by the end of that time the whole class would be 

prepared to receive this so much needed blessing. But 

we could now no longer believe that it was God’s wil 
that we should have to labor with these seventy five 
men through tne evenings of every day for three months 

ere they should obtain the blessing which God is so willl 

ing to bestow. So our prayers were turned to God for 

an immediate visitation of grace upon these men. 

From the first these evening meetings were intense- 

with fervent prayer, sometimes individuals leading, at 

other times all uniting in audible prayer. From the be- 

ginning confessions were made of heinous sins not previ- 
ously mentioned. These confessions seemed sincere, the 

not marked with the evidences of a consciousness of the 

sinfulness of sins The meetings through the first week, 
however were marked with a manifest increase in the in- 

tensity of their conviction of sins. It was evident the 
Spirit was doing His work in their hearts. The men whe 



had previously confessed, now found new occasion for 

bitter distress of conscience, wailing in agony over their 

sins. Saturday night (April 6,) the meeting was allowed 

to continue until midnight The Spirit was present in 

wonderful power, compelling men to reveal what lay 

hidden in their past lives. Deceit, pride, worldly-min- 
dedness, lust, greed hatred, jealousy, and in fact almost 

every thing in the category of evil. On Monday it was 

seen that the regular recitations were out of question, 

so the whole day and evening were devoted to prayer 

and confession of sins Many felt the hindering power 

of unconfessed sins committed before conversion, and 

could not find peace until the Holy Spirit gave them 

power to uncover all that was in their hearts. On Tues- 
day recitations were again suspended, and the day was 

spent as Monday was, in prayer and self-examination. 

There was the usual wrestling in prayer, interspersed 

with out-cries of agony. Those,who had not vet con- 

fessed were burdened with their own sins; those who 

had confessed and gotten peace, with the sins of others. 

To hear these men cry unto God in their distress was 

sufficient to know that the Holy Spirit was accomplish- 

ing His purpose in their hearts. When the searchlight 
of truth under the power of the Holy Spirit is turned in 

upon the human soul, sin is seen in its true character. 

Under the Spirit’s illumination these men felt themselves 

to be all unclean, undone, unworthy sinners, and a cry 

for mercy went up to God that no words can describe. 
(nly those who have really passed through the exper- 

ience themselves can fully realize what all this means. 

No power on earth could bring tolight the hidden things 

of the wicked heart as these meetings brought them out. 

As nearly all had confessed at one time or another, 

the evening was now given to praise and thanksgiving. 

This, too, was a most marvelous meeting. One after 

another and sometimes many together arose and testi- 
fied, until most of the seventy five theologues gave joyful 

testimony to the peace received. Their testimonies al- 

ternated with songs of praise. No uncertain sound in 
these voices, 



One said, ‘‘I thank the Lord that this burden of sin 

has been taken away:”’ another “I thank God that I 

have come out of the darkness into the light :’’ another 
cried out, ‘I thank God that I know that my sins are 

forgiven, and Iam a saved man:”’ another said, I praise 

God that I an now able to pray:’ another “‘I rejoice 

that I am now prepared to study God’s Word aright:” 
T lany hana se Pee ee Sg ie 1, 2 eed y, oxt+ 

I I etMat 1 nave beea Ly one said, am thankfua sive 

to love my enemies:’’ and still another who had been 

inncb used of the Lord in bringing this blessing to others 

said, ‘‘l once saw men clearly, their forms, their beauty, 

and the beauty of all God’s works. Then I became blind 

and could see none of these things. Then I again receiy- 

ed my sight so that I can see men and nature about me, 

but I eannot see them distinctly. There is no beatuy 

that I can see in them, but I can see to read my Bible 

perfectly. And now when I Jook up at God. I can see 

only His love streaming down upon me. I see nothing 

else. I look out upon you my fellow men, I cannot see 

nm power 

you very distinctly, but I see love streaming in upon me, 

only love. This I could not see when I saw men and 

things clearly, but now I see this only. This I see very 

clearly.”’ Thus one after another testifying, for three 

hours an uninterrupted volume of praise and thanksgiv- 

ing ascended like sweet incense to God. And thus again 

our prayer was answered. Othe depth of the riches 

both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How un- 

searchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding 

out! 

We uow feel assured that the first niinisters who are 

to be ordained, and take their place as pastors in the 

Korean church, will be Holy Spirit filled men. And we 
hope that for all future, this may be true concerning 

every minister of the Gospel in the Korean church. And 

what about the missionaries who are to lead and train 

them? QOh!, was there ever a time when the mission- 

aries in Korea needed so much the earnest prayers of 

those who can prevail with God im prayer? 

W. L. SWALLEN. 
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RETURN To 

REV. W. L. SWALLEN, 

PYENG YANG, KOREA. 
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